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Q&A with Divorce and Family Law Attorney - Simul S. Jhaveri

Q:  Welcome back Simul. 
Given that this is your second 
article with the India Bulletin, 
will you continue to provide 
Q&As?

A: I do. Over the course of 
the next six months, the read-
ers can expect to see a series of 
educational articles which ad-
dress different areas of a family 
law case. I believe the greatest 
thing any person can do is educate 
themselves; I hope these articles 
do just that. 

Q: What is the focus of this 

month’s article?
A: This month, I will be ad-

dressing the different sources of 
financial support that a person 
can receive during and after a 
divorce. 

Q: Let’s get started. When 
someone has been primarily a 
stay at home parent, will filing for 
divorce mean their spouse can cut 
them off financially?

A: No. Stay at home parents 
play a significant role in a family. 
A parent who has stayed home 
for the majority of the mar-
riage, to care for child(ren) or a 
household, has every right to be 
the person to file for a divorce. 
Filing for a divorce does not 
allow your spouse to unilaterally 
stop all financial assistance. If 
you find yourself in this situa-
tion, I would file the necessary 
petitions to provide you with fi-
nancial security during the divorce 
proceeding and thereafter. 

Q: When you say financial 
security, what do you mean?

A: Financial assistance can 
come in many different forms. 
It is important to know that each 
case is different and what ap-
plies to one case does not always 
apply to another person. How-

ever, one method of financial 
security someone can receive 
is maintenance. Maintenance 
- what was formerly called 
alimony - is a type of financial 
assistance for a spouse that is 
separate and apart from child 
support. 

Q: What is maintenance and 
what does the Court look at?

A: Maintenance is a spouse’s 
right to financial support. To 
determine if maintenance is 
appropr iate, the Cour t wil l 
consider a number of factors, 
including: the length of the mar-
riage; the needs of each person; 
the realistic present and future 
earning capacity of the parties; 
the standard of living established 
during the marriage; and the age, 
health and vocational skills of 
the parties. 

Q: While the Court is deciding 
the issue of maintenance, would 
someone be required to borrow 
money to meet their everyday 
living expenses? 

A: The short answer is no. 
While the Court is resolving 
any request for maintenance, a 
person also has an option to re-
quest that their spouse maintain 
the “status quo” of the marriage. 

clothing. Your spouse will still be 
required to contribute a portion 
toward each child’s general school 
fees, medical care and extracur-
ricular activities. While Courts 
start with a 50/50 split for parents, 
this number can vary depending 
on the financial circumstances of 
the parties. 

Q: That is a lot of information 
to absorb. Do you have any final 
thoughts?

A: When dealing with a family 
law matter, the worst thing you 
can do is go into your case 
blind and without the requisite 
knowledge regarding your basic 
rights. I encourage anyone with 
any questions to reach out to me 
for further guidance.

Q: Do you offer consultations? 
A: Of course. I offer free con-

sultations over the phone and in 
person. Please feel free to reach 
out to me anytime to schedule a 
time to discuss your case. 
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To maintain the status quo is to 
keep things the way they cur-
rently are. For example, if one 
spouse always paid the mortgage 
on the house, he or she can be re-
quired to continue to make those 
payments until further order of 
Court. Within reason, this type 
of request can span a variety of 
everyday living expenses.

Q: What type of child support 
can someone receive?

A: Generally, the custodial 
parent or parent with physical 
custody of the children can re-
quest child support. Illinois child 
support guidelines require the 
non-custodial parent to pay 
a percentage of his or her net 
income. The percentage in-
creases according to the number 
of children. For one child, a 
parent would pay 20% of his or 
her net income; for two children, 
the percentage increases to 28% 
and so on. 

Q: If someone receives child 
support, are they personally 
obligated to pay for 100% of the 
child(ren)’s other expenses such 
as school and/or medical costs? 

A: No. Child support can be 
used for the ordinary costs of 
raising children, such as food and 
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