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Beermann, Pritikin, Mirabelli,
Swerdlove LLP is shortening its
name, expanding its footprint into
the suburbs and continuing its
growth as one of the largest family
law firms in the state.
The firm, now known as simply

Beermann, opened an office in
Bannockburn this month and has
launched a new website.
Founding partner Miles N.

Beermann said the new office will
give the firm a more permanent
presence in Lake County. Its
previous suburban office in
Highland Park was by appoint-
ment only and could only accom-
modate two attorneys at a time.
The Bannockburn office, at 2275

Half Day Road, will regularly
house four attorneys, a paralegal
and two legal assistants, though it
has space for four more attorneys. 
Beermann partner Enrico J.

Mirabelli said the firm is also
looking to the west.
“We have turned our sights to

DuPage County, and we’re in talks
with prominent attorneys in
DuPage,” he said.
The firm’s rebranding and new

office come on the heels of a
decade of growth, during which
the firm recruited heavily and
grew its roster to 44 lawyers.
James M. Quigley merged his

family law practice with
Beermann in 2005 and launched
the firm’s family law sports and
entertainment division, which has
represented clients such as former
Chicago Bulls star Michael Jordan
and R&B artist R. Kelly.
John M. D’Arco came to the

firm in 2008. In 2011, Nadler,
Pritikin & Mirabelli LLC joined
the firm, which brought decades of
experience through Mirabelli,
Floyd N. Nadler and James B.
Pritikin. Beth Fawver
McCormack, a local pioneer in
collaborative law, followed in 2013.
While older firms tend to rely

on name partners to bring in the
bulk of their business, partner
Thomas T. Field said bringing in
new partners and cultivating
talent is part of a generational
transition strategy to sustain and

build the 57-year-old firm’s brand
and reputation.
“It’s allowed us to expand

around those business genera-
tors,” he said. “Our stable is
getting stronger, even though the
patriarchs of the firm are getting
closer and closer to retirement,
which I think is unusual.” 
Founded in 1958, the firm’s first

office was in a Wicker Park store-
front. Beermann and three law
school classmates from DePaul
University — Nathan B. Swerdlove,
Ralph L. Stavins and Michael
“Mickey” D. Gitlitz — started out as
general practitioners, and over
time, the firm developed focuses in
family and business law. 
Along with Beermann, many of

the firm’s earliest partners are still
practicing, including William
Woloshin, Lawrence R. Barezky,
Lyle S. Genin and Howard A.
London.
The firm has had seven or eight

different names, Beermann said,
but the firm’s marketing
committee believed having a single
name now would be simpler and
make the firm more recognizable.
Kathryn L. Mickelson, who

started as a law clerk at Beermann
10 years ago and is now a partner,
said the firm’s marketing efforts
emphasize the benefit of having
family and business law practices
under one roof.
A client going through a divorce

involving real estate, business
assets and estate planning matters,
for example, can be referred to an
in-house attorney rather than
looking for a separate firm.
Beermann attorneys also have

the ability to co-draft documents,
such as prenuptial agreements,
together across practice areas,
Field said, to make sure all assets
and other interests are covered.
In complex divorces that may be

contentious, commercial litigators
such as Howard L. Teplinsky, chair
of the commercial litigation and
business services group, can also
be brought in on a case.
Prior to joining the firm in 2010,

Teplinsky said he never imagined
he would handle family law matter,
but he now enjoys transferring his
litigation skills into that area.
Teplinsky said the business

practice group is developing a
niche in pre-marital agreement
litigation.
“It is every bit commercial liti-

gation as anything else you will
see, or litigating a contract under
certain laws and statutes,” he said.
“It’s not a family law matter and
it’s not a commercial litigation
matter, per se. It really is a
melding of everything that we do
very well.” 
Teplinsky and partner Stefania

Pialis said the business law group
is looking to add more practice
areas. Advising clients on employ-
ment matters, employment litiga-
tion and bankruptcy matters are a
few of the areas that have growth
potential, they said.
When McCormack joined the

firm, a formalized collaborative
law practice was added, giving
divorcing couples the option to
dissolve a marriage outside of

court through alternative dispute
resolution. 
The Bannockburn office has

rooms designed specifically for
collaborative law divorces, she
said, namely a round table.
“The round table is by its nature

designed so that there is no one at
the head of the table or otherwise
in a position of power,”
McCormack said.
Beermann said he has aimed to

create a firm culture where
lawyers work with clients toward a
“good divorce” — especially for
couples with children — that
allows them to get along, for the
benefit of their family.
It’s a reputation Mirabelli said

their attorneys take to heart.
“It’s a great pool of talent under

one name, and the name is
Beermann,” Mirabelli said. “When
you’re with the Beermann firm,
that says something.” 
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