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Q&A with Divorce and Family Law Attorney - Simul S. Jhaveri

Q:  Welcome back Simul. 
W hat  can we expect  f rom 
today’s article?

A: Thank you. With my last 
article, I discussed the types of 
financial support that a person 
can expect to receive during a 
divorce. Today, I will be discuss-
ing the financial advantages of 
filing for divorce. 

Q: So are you saying it could 
be f inancially benef icial for 
someone to file for divorce? 

A: Yes, there most certainly 

is an incentive to do so. A lot 
of people do not realize that the 
longer you stay married, the 
more potential there is for an 
increased financial responsibil-
ity to your spouse. For example, 
in my last article, I discussed 
maintenance - what was formally 
called alimony. To reiterate, 
maintenance is a spouse’s right to 
financial support. To determine 
if maintenance is appropriate, 
one of the factors the Court will 
consider is the length of the mar-
riage. Therefore, the longer you 
are married, the longer you may 
be obligated to pay maintenance 
to your spouse. 

Q: That is a very interesting 
point. Are maintenance pay-
ments the only thing someone 
has to worry about?

A: No. So length of marriage 
will also apply to the division of 
retirement accounts. Consider 
someone that has been married 
for 10 years and was able to grow 
their 401(k) or retirement plan 
during that same 10 year period. 
A spouse can be entitled to fifty 
(50%) of the funds earned during 
the parties’ marriage. For some 
people with large retirement 
accounts, this can be a huge 
financial hit. 

Q: What if someone moves 
out of the house and is living 
separately? Does that stop the 
clock ticking?

A: Living separate and apart 
does not determine someone’s 
financial obligation to the other. 
Regardless of your residence, 
you will still be financially re-
sponsible for supporting your 
spouse. You must remember that 
maintenance (alimony) payments 
are above and beyond child 
support costs.  

Q: What about assets acquired 
before getting married. Do those 
have to be divided?

A: No. During the course 
of a marriage, you would be 
surprised at how much real and 
personal property that you can 
accumulate. Of course there are 
classifications of martial and 
non-martial property. In short, 
non-marital property can include 
property acquired by gift, inheri-
tance and/or property acquired 
prior to a marriage. For example, 
if someone owns a piece of real 
property prior to getting mar-
ried, that may be classified as a 
pre-marital asset that would not 
require dividing.  

Q: What if someone moves into 

Q: What if someone is not on 
the title to any property? 

A: This is a common mis-
conception. Having solely your 
name on the title to your home, 
vehicles and bank accounts does 
not preclude you from dividing 
the value of that asset with your 
spouse. You can still be obligated 
to divide those marital assets 
with your spouse. 

Q:  W hat  a re  you r  f i na l 
thoughts for today?

A: No one wants to get a di-
vorce, and I understand that. My 
job is to help provide you with 
security if that is decision that you 
are ready to make. I encourage 
anyone with any questions to reach 
out to me for further guidance.

Q: Do you offer consultations? 
A: Of course. I offer free con-

sultations over the phone and in 
person. Please feel free to reach 
out to me anytime to schedule a 
time to discuss your case.

Simul S. Jhaveri
Divorce & Family Law Attorney
161 N. Clark St. # 2600
Chicago, IL 60601
312-621-9700
sjhaveri@beermannlaw.com
www.beermannlaw.com

a house that was owned by their 
spouse prior to the marriage?

A:  This is an interest ing 
caveat. If you owned a house 
prior to your marriage, it would 
be a pre-marital property. How-
ever, if your spouse contributed 
to the property’s upkeep and 
helped to increase its value, he/
she could claim a financial inter-
est in the home by arguing that 
their efforts have converted the 
property to a marital asset.” 

 
Q: Do you have to divide 

corporate assets and businesses 
as well?

A: The short answer is yes. 
Depending on the type of asset, 
you run the risk that your spouse 
will also have a claim to that 
asset. Division of these assets 
can become quite complicated 
and involve intricate tax and 
corporate laws that not everyone 
is aware of. That is why my law 
firm is one of the few firms that 
employ an entire business and 
corporate law team. We believe 
that you should have one legal 
team handle every aspect of your 
case. We believe that you should 
have one legal team handle every 
aspect of your case versus mul-
tiple firms handling different 
aspects of your case. 
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