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Q&A with Divorce and Family Law Attorney - Simul S. Jhaveri

Q: Welcome back Simul. What 
can we expect f rom today’s 
article?

A: Thank you. Today I want to 
discuss one of the most important 
aspects of any type of family law 
case - child custody. 

Q: What would you say is 
so important about custody of 
children? 

A: First and foremost we should 
start with the unfortunate fact that 
children often end up right in the 
middle of their parents’ divorce. 

Many parents do not realize that 
during a divorce, although both 
parents may have very valid 
reasons to request custody of 
their children, it can cause some 
negative side effects for children. 

Q: What type of behavior have 
you seen? And do you have some 
advice on how to handle it?

A: A divorce affects every 
aspect of a family, but most 
importantly the children. When 
faced with a conflict of parents 
using each other’s actions against 
the other and putting the children 
in the middle, many children will 
begin to act out with emotional 
outbursts and internalize their 
feelings. Something to consider, 
no matter where you are in the 
divorce proceeding, is to find 
a good child therapist for your 
children. 

Q: Do children really need 
therapy?

A: In situations where there are 
custody fights over the children - 
absolutely. At the end of the day, 
not everyone wants to sit down 
with a therapist or counselor 
to discuss their feelings. How-
ever, when you and your spouse 
are dealing with a divorce that 
could complicate the children’s 

feelings, it is important to pro-
vide the children with a healthy 
outlet to express their feelings.

Q: So what about custody. 
What is the difference between 
sole custody and joint custody?

A: As of January 1st of this 
year, the entire divorce statute 
has changed. One of the big 
changes has been the elimina-
tion of the word “custody.” The 
difference now is that parents 
can either have a “sole alloca-
tion of parental responsibilities” 
or “joint allocation of parental 
responsibilities.” Specifically, a 
court can now decide whether 
one parent will be the only 
person to have decision making 
over four key things related to 
children: (1) medical decisions; 
(2) religious upbringing; (3) 
education; and (4) extracurricu-
lar activities. Parents can either 
decide these four issues together 
or one parent can be allocated 
the sole decision making rights. 

Q: How hard it is to be award-
ed “sole allocation of parental 
responsibilities”? 

A: That is a great question. Al-
though it depends on each case, 
I should preface that requesting 
to be the only parent that makes 

goal is to investigate the case and 
determine what the best situation 
for the children is. That can relate 
to where the children live and/
or how often you/your spouse 
will see the children. As you can 
imagine, a child representative’s 
role is crucial in a child custody 
case. 

Q: What are your final thoughts 
for today?

A: No one wants to get a di-
vorce, and I understand that. My 
job is to help provide you with 
security if that is a decision that 
you are considering making. 
I encourage anyone with any 
questions to reach out to me for 
further guidance.

Q: Do you offer consultations? 
A: Of course. I offer free con-

sultations over the phone and in 
person. Please feel free to reach 
out to me anytime to schedule a 
time to discuss your case.
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all major decisions related to 
your minor children is a tough 
hurdle to overcome. The court 
will consider numerous things, 
such as the best interest of the 
children, the involvement of both 
parents on all four aspects of the 
children’s lives (as identified 
above), and each parents’ current 
living situation, to name a few. 

 
Q: That is a lot of things that 

one Judge has to decide. Do they 
ever get any help from other 
people?

A: There are actually numer-
ous people that a Judge can use 
to help make a determination of 
whether sole allocation or joint 
allocation of parental responsi-
bilities should be made. One of 
the things the Judge can do is 
appoint a lawyer for the children. 

Q: What is the purpose of 
a lawyer for children? And do 
children have to come to court? 

A: First and foremost, more 
often than not, children are not 
required to appear in court and 
provide testimony. This is why 
a Judge will appoint a child rep-
resentative for the children. The 
purpose of a child representa-
tive is to be an advocate for the 
children. A child representative’s 

Family Law Attorney
Simul S. Jhaveri

ADVERTORIAL

We Use  Zab iha  Ha la l  Meats

WE CATER FOR ALL OCCAS IONS
SU N DAY -  TH U RSDAY 11-10   |   FR I DAY & SATU RDAY 11-11

www.pitahouse.com

S E R V I N G  T H E  F I N E S T 

M E D I T E R R A N E A N  &

M I D D L E  E A S T E R N 

C U I S I N E S  &  PA S T R I E S
365 S. Roselle Rd. Schaumburg 

847.352.4750
340 E. Roosevelt Rd. Lombard 

630.576.5059

BUY ANY 2 ENTREES
and get a large appetizer for FREE

P I TA  H O U S E  R E S TAU R A N T
(chicken salad, fatoush salad & appetizer combo excluded) 1 coupon per visit. Not valid with other offers.

$18.95 for 2 Dinners plus a large appetizer
P I TA  H O U S E  R E S TAU R A N T

(chicken salad, fatoush salad & appetizer combo excluded) 1 coupon per visit. Not valid with other offers.

LUNCH 
SPECIAL 

A combination of Shish Kabob, Kefta 
Kabob, Shawarma, Chicken Kabob & Falafel. 

Served with salad, rice pilaf and hot
pita bread. Mon-Fri 11-3

$6.95

LUNCH 
SPECIAL 

A combination of Shish Kabob, 
Shawarma & Falafel. Served with 

salad, rice pilaf and hot pita bread. 
Mon-Fri 11-3

$5.95

E N T R E E S
Shish Kabab

Chicken Kabab
Shawarma

Kefta Kabab
Vegetar ian 

Falafel  P late
Turkey Shawarma

Lamb Kabab

A P P E T I Z E R S
Hummos

Baba Ghannouj
Mama Ghonnouj
Fatoush Salad 
Chicken Salad

Jerusalem Salad
Tabouleh Salad

Yogur t  Salad

LAW
24


