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Register at  www.mkjaycees.com/jcsummit
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Early Bird Special 
Register by August 10

Individual rate $55

Student Special 
Register by August 25

Individual rate $50

Regular Rate 
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Individual rate $70
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Chiropractic and Physical Therapy

STOP SUFFERING
from pain from injuries & accidents!

Dr. Avani Shah, DC

www.chiroptcenter.com • 630-830-2060
7315 Cumberland Dr. Hanover Park, IL 60133

chiropractic • rehabilitation • nutrition • massage

Low back pain  • Motor vehicle accidents • Sports injuries
Workers comp • Rehabilitation • Carpal tunnel syndrome 

shoulder tendonitis • sciatica • Herniated disc
 neck pain • headache  • Nutritional Counseling

At Chiro Center, we provide a 
natural, drug-free approach to 
health care and well-being by 
recognizing the human body’s 
inherent ability to heal itself & 

maintain a healthy, vibrant state. 
We strive to ensure our patients 

receive personal attention & 
individualized treatment plans 

based on their own specific 
condition and tratment goals. 

Most insurance accepted
 No referrals needed

Q&A with Divorce and Family Law Attorney - Simul S. Jhaveri

Q: Welcome back Simul. What 
can we expect from today’s article?
A: Thank you. Today’s article is 

the second in the two-part series 
related to the topic of business 
ownership during a divorce. Last 
month, I focused on the intrica-
cies involved in dividing business 
assets and how ownership of a 
business can affect financial pay-
outs to your spouse. This article 
will expand on something that is 
quite common within the Indian 
community – financial assistance 
from family. 

Q: Let’s recap. Last month you 
mentioned that something as 
simple as a business interest in a 
family business can effect some-
one financially. How so? 
A: Consider the situation where 

your family owns a business and 
you occasionally work there or help 
out here and there – and in return, 
you receive a financial incentive. 
This financial incentive can come 
in the form of receiving a small 
amount of profits, having credit 
cards paid for you and the like. 

An interest in a business that 
results in receipt of profits, even if 
nominal, can be imputed as addi-
tional income to you – beyond your 
regular salaried position. Addition-
ally, if you are receiving financial 
support/help from your family, 
this can be considered a gift from 
your family. Per Illinois law, gifts 
from family can be classified as 
income that is imputed to you. This 
can result in an increased financial 
obligation to your spouse, both for 
maintenance (formerly known as 
alimony) and child support. 

Q: How can a Court find that a 
gift from your family constitute 
income?
A: Let’s start at the beginning. 

In Illinois, in order to calculate 
child support, the Illinois divorce 

and parentage acts use the net 
income of an individual “from 
any and all sources.” While the 
term “any and all sources” is not 
specifically identified by statute, 
many Illinois cases have carved 
out classifications of “income.” 

One particular case has de-
termined that gifts from family 
members can fall under the cat-
egory of “income” for purposes 
of determining a person’s child 
support obligation. Consider the 
situation where you live with 
family and they pay for the rent 
and bills of your home. The Court 
can consider the fact that you live 
rent and bill free as a “gift” from 
your family. This can mean that 
even though you are receiving the 
benefit of saving money by living 
with family – an Illinois Court can 
impute the amount of rent and bills 
you would owe to your family as 
income. So instead of using your 
salary for purposes of determining 
any type of child support you may 
pay, the Court can use your salary, 
plus any amount imputed to you 
classified as additional income. 

Q: This seems particularly diffi-
cult to rationalize. Does this mean 
that any time that someone pays 
for something on your behalf, the 
Court will classify that as a gift 

A: Put simply, this means that 
you are spending money on non-
marital items that do not relate 
to the marital home.  If the court 
finds that you have dissipated 
assets, you would be responsible 
for recouping the marital estate for 
50% of the money spent. 

Q: What are your final thoughts 
for today?
A: Know your legal rights. 

Finances can be the single most 
complicated parts of your divorce 
– making the right legal decision 
can have a substantial impact 
on your now and well into your 
future. I am here to provide you 
with the legal guidance that you 
will need to effectively handle 
every aspect of your divorce.

Q: Do you offer consultations? 
A: Of course. I offer free con-

sultations over the phone and in 
person. Please feel free to reach 
out to me anytime to schedule a 
time to discuss your case

Simul S. Jhaveri
Divorce & Family Law Attorney
161 N. Clark St. # 2600
Chicago, IL 60601
312-621-9700
sjhaveri@beermannlaw.com
www.beermannlaw.com

and count it as additional income?
A: Not at all. Readers should 

know that it’s okay if someone 
picks up the bill for dinner every 
so often or buys you a cup of 
coffee. No one should be afraid 
or worried about having family 
or friends buy miscellaneous 
things here and there – the issue 
of whether gifts can be imputed to 
you becomes more prevalent when 
there is a substantial amount of 
your expenses that are being paid 
for you by someone else. The issue 
of gifting can be a gray area, which 
is why speaking to an attorney is 
key to protecting yourself. 

Q: On the flip side, there should 
be no problem in a divorce action 
is you are the person that is buying 
gifts or financially supporting 
other people, right?
A: Unfortunately, that is incor-

rect. You have to be very careful 
of how money is spent while you 
are still married, as everything 
you earn and subsequently spend 
is marital assets. If you are buying 
expensive gifts for people outside 
your marriage, your spouse may 
make a claim against you for 
“dissipation of marital assets.” 

Q:  What is dissipat ion of 
marital assets?
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